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Special Exhibition
Wood, Mankind and Culture

Archaeological investigations of Haman Seongsansanseong Fortress have been conducted on an
annual basis since 1991 by the Gaya National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage in a bid to thoroughly
identify and classify Gyeongnam as an important cultural area, along with the regions of Busan and
Ulsan. Based on its structure, exterior-wall-reinforcing structures, and excavated artifacts, these efforts have
revealed Haman Seongsansanseong to be a stone fortress originating from the Silla period.

Not only the largest number of ancient wooden tablets bearing inscriptions ever found in
Korea, but also diverse wooden wares, have been excavated from Haman Seongsansanseong Fortress.
‘Wooden tablets with calligraphic inscriptions constitute precious research materials, while the agricultural
implements excavated alongside them offer valuable insight into the lifestyle of Korea's ancient peoples.

The Gimhae National Museum and the Gaya National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage
are jointly holding an exhibition on the wooden crafts excavated from the Seongsansanseong Fortress in

order to shed light on ancient Korean lifestyles under the theme of "Wood, Mankind and Culture'.

The exhibition displays a variety of wooden tablets and wooden crafts discovered within
the Seongsansanseong Fortress's eastern wall. Wooden wares, crafted since the prehistoric period, have
corroded easily, unlike pottery and iron wares, so they have not attracted much attention and have not
been actively studied. However, a large number of wooden objects of diverse types were excavated from the
Seongsansanseong Fortress, enabling us to hold this exhibition. We hope that this exhibition will provide
the momentum for a new recognition and awareness of Korea's ancient wooden ware culture. We also hope
that significant research on wooden wares will be activated, leading to the restoration of Korea's ancient

ways of life.

We would like to offer our sincere thanks to all those who have cooperated in the preparation of

this exhibition and those who willingly lent their precious artefacts for display.

We sincerely hope you will appreciate the precious heritage and beautiful culture of wood

together with us.

September 25, 2012

Ghang, SoonHyoung

Director, Gaya National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage

Kim, JeongWan

Director, Gimhae National Museum
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Wood, Mankind and Culture

P
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Haman Seongsansanseong Fortress (Historical Site No. 67), located on the summit of Jonamsan Mountain (139.4m
above sea level) in Gwangjeong-ri and Goehang-ti, Gaya-eup, Haman-gun, Gyeongsangnam-do, is a stone fortress
dating from the Three Kingdoms Period.

The Gaya National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage has excavated and investigated the site on sixteen
occasions. Notably, diverse forms and kinds of crafted wooden objects, as well as many wooden tablets bearing written
inscriptions, were unearthed from the east wall's leaf mould floor, attracting considerable attention among academia.

Such wood crafts are precious materials which offer invaluable insights into the lifestyles of ancient Korean
societies. Wood, being an ordinary, everyday material, is easy to gather and craft, unlike earth, stone and iron.

Wooden items from the Seongsansanseong Fortress include agricultural
implements, housework utensils, and diverse items related to daily life.

Agricultural implements unearthed from the Seongsansanseong

- Wood crafts from Haman Seongsansanseong Fortress - Fortress include gosseore, gombangme and other auxiliary implements

presumed to have served some agricultural purpose. Notably, a gosseore,

unearthed without its haft but with its body and blade intact, allows us to
make an educated guess about its usage. It exhibits a form and size similar to those of the traditional gosseore used
to level soil. This suggests that field farming was performed in the vicinity of the Seongsansanseong Fortress. Such
agricultural life can also be guessed at from other implements such as gombangme and other auxiliary tools.

Investigations have indicated that wooden objects were manufactured within the Seongsansanseong Fortress,
because a large quantity of unfinished objects and diverse pieces of wood, along with manufacturing tools, were
discovered in the leaf mould floor. Manufacturing tools such as adzes, knives, chisels, clubs, wood weights, and wood
wares with gradations inscribed (for wood measurement) were also discovered there.

Gradation inscribed on wood wares suggests that they were rulers or measurements for manufacturing wood
crafts. Wooden jipchurigae and godeuretdol were also unearthed, suggesting that knitted items and straw bags were
manufactured there, while the discovery of brushes and paddles suggests that lacquered crafts were manufactured
there. Notably, the brushes have rough hairs and lumps of black materials, suggesting that they were used to apply
lacquers to wood wates. It appears that lacquering was mainly applied to containers found at the Seongsansanseong
Fortress.

In daily life, wooden objects, including dishes, bowls, platters, paddle-shaped wood wares, and gourd-shaped
wood wares, were widely used. A number of everyday items such as reels, spools, combs, dippers, and shovel-shaped
wooden implements were also discovered. Wooden tablets used as letters and wooden tablets used for writing were also

unearthed, suggesting that such items were used when marking cargoes for transportation. Within Seongsansanseong

Fortress, wooden objects were widely manufactured and used as common, everyday items among other purposes.

In addition, numerous bird-head-shaped wooden objects were excavated, suggesting that they were related to
rituals. Such ritual items include coffins, decorative burial items, human figures, bird figures, phallic objects, and
weapon-shaped items. The bird-head-shaped objects excavated at the Seongsansanseong Fortress are characterized
by a bird shape at the top. Bird-related wooden items were also excavated at the Buyeo Neungsanni Temple Site, the
Buyeo Gungnamji Remains, the Nonsan Majeonni Remains, Hanam Iseongsanseong Fortress, and the Gwangju
Sinchangdong Remains. They feature a bird head or a bird-head shape plus a bird's body. The bird-head-shaped
wooden objects discovered at the Seongsansanseong Fortress are presumed to have been used in waterside rituals, like
those discovered at the Buyeo Gungnamiji or Nonsan Majeongni Remains. Bird-head-shaped wooden objects from
Seongsansanseong Fortress were excavated from its leaf-mould floor, which was built to protect the Seongsansanseong
Fortress walls from overrunning water or soil erosion within the Seongsansanseong Fortress. This suggests that rituals
related to irrigation facilities were performed, as was the case at the aforementioned Buyeo and Nonsan remains.

Furthermore, people at the Seongsansanseong Fortress selectively used diverse types of wood after identifying
their characteristics. Heavy and strong wood (oak trees, etc.) was used for manufacturing agricultural implements,
while wood with lower levels of absorption and shrinkage (Prunus sp., etc.) was used for manufacturing containers.
Wooden tablets were made with the soft and workable wood of pine trees and weeping willows and the wood was
selected based on its workability using a hand knife to be suitable for wooden tablets.

Wood has certain directional textures, a quality that was used in crafting wooden objects.

The predominant wood types were pine, oak and chestnut, suggesting that they were the most available trees in the
area surrounding the Seongsansanseong Fortress.

Notably, judging by the excavated wooden tablets with calligraphic inscriptions and the architectural technologies,
the Seongsansanseong Fortress is presumed to have been constructed in the mid-6th century.

Based on the diverse wooden relics found at the Seongsansanseong Fortress, field farming, making daily
items, rituals and buildings have been restored, offering a meaningful glimpse into the way of life of that period.
Furthermore, analyses of the types of trees used in the manufacture of wooden objects have revealed their purpose and
plants in the vicinity of the Seongsansanseong Fortress.

The crafted wooden objects excavated from the Seongsansanseong Fortress, along with ceramic, iron and
stone wares, offer valuable insights into the ancient civilization and the way of life of the occupants of Haman

Seongsansanseong Fortress.
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